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US History: 
Lesson #34:  May 7

Government Corruption: The Election 
of 1972 and the Watergate Scandal

Learning Target:  The learner will identify elements 
of government corruption in the Election of 1972 
and the Watergate Scandal and explain how they 
impacted American voters.



Click on the link here and watch a clip 

Election of 1972

Richard Nixon’s third time running for President of the United State was his charm.

1) Who was his opponent in this election?
2) What other story on election night went fairly unnoticed but would eventually 

lead to the death of his presidency?

Warm Up

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVxnk8wysBU


Watch the video clips and 
read the articles below.

Election of 1972

Lesson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4laVGl80p7Y


Lesson

270 to Win

Politico

https://www.270towin.com/1972_Election/
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/11/07/this-day-in-politics-november-7-963516


1)  What was the big challenge that McGovern faced leading up to the 1972 election?      

2) What changed in the voting population prior to the 1972 election?

3) What was significant about Nixon’s margin of victory in this election?

Take out a piece of paper and label the assignment:    
Lesson #34, May 7 - Nixon Watergate Scandal

Assignment



Read the information below about the cover up that eventually unravelled the 
Nixon presidency and caused a surge of 
public distrust for public officials.

Lesson



Lesson Timeline of key events in the Nixon Watergate Scandal

Click on the link below to watch a summary of the Watergate scandal.

The Watergate Scandal: Timeline and Background (5:51)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHnmriyXYeg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHnmriyXYeg


Lesson



Lesson



Lesson

4)  Why was President Nixon charged with contempt 
of Congress?

A) because he knew about the Watergate 
break-in

B) because Nixon leaked information to the press

C) because he refused to turn over his tapes 
claiming it was a threat to national security

D) because his administration was ordered to 
break the law



5) What happened in 1972 prior to the election?  

6) What did the Senate decide to do in May of 1973?   

7) Why did President Nixon eventually resign in August of 1974?

8) How did the Watergate scandal impact American voters in the years that followed?   

Continue your assignment on the Nixon Watergate ScandalAssignment



Thinking Exercise:

After completing this lesson 
reflect on the questions 
posed here.

● In what ways are there still questions and 
attitudes about distrusting politicians?

● What changes have been made to help restore 
voter confidence?

Reflection



Check out these links for 
more information on this topic

The Watergate Scandal (1:45)
Watergate in Two Minutes

History vs. Richard Nixon (5:39)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MX_HYL6-0Co

The Watergate Scandal in 7 Minutes  (7:09)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOY_KlrMsUg

President Richard Nixon Address Announcing Resignation (3:49)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEOGJJ7UKFM

Additional Resources

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjKqibPnE5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MX_HYL6-0Co
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOY_KlrMsUg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEOGJJ7UKFM


1)  He changed his vice presidential candidate which made people believe that his 
 campaign wasn’t stable.

2) With the passage of the 26th amendment, the voting age was lowered from 21 to 18 in the U.S.

3) Nixon received nearly 18 million more votes than McGovern. He still holds the record as having 
achieved the widest popular vote margin in any presidential election.

4)  Why was President Nixon charged with contempt of Congress?   because he refused to turn over his 
tapes claiming it was a threat to national security   

5) What happened in 1972 prior to the election? Five men were arrested for breaking into the 
Democratic National Committee headquarters at the Watergate Hotel.

6) What did the Senate decide to do in May of 1973?  The Senate opened an investigation of the 
Watergate Scandal. 

7) Why did President Nixon resign?  He resigned in order to avoid being impeached and removed from 
office.  Nixon claimed this would take government time and resources away from vital issues like peace in 
Vietnam and domestic economic issues related to inflation.

8) How did the Watergate scandal impact American voters in the years that followed?                          
The American media and voters developed a cynical attitude and distrust of public officials in the years 
that followed Watergate. 

Answers


